54

under sanitation panchayats devolves on the panchayats
under section 50 (3) of the Act, but experience in Berar
had shown that these bodies failed to discharge this duty
satisfactorily, and, in consequence, heavy arrears accum-
ulated from year to year. The Joint Board of District
Councils in Berar then proposed that the rate should be
collected by Government agency. It was finally decided
to entrust this duty to revenue officers and accordingly
section 50 (3), laying down that the rate should be assessed
and collected by the village sanitation panchayats, was
deleted from the new Local Self-Government Act as
applied to Berar. The same difficulty is reported to have
been experienced in the Raipur district where the rate has
not been realized in the village of Arang though it was
imposed there in October 1925. Action to amend the
Central Provinces Act in the same manner js being taken.
In pursuance of the recommendations of the Taxation
Enquiry Committee and with the consent of all the district
councils and the Joint Board in Berar, Government has
since framed rules for the assessment and collection of the
tax in Berar by revenue officers; and a similar proposal in
regard to villages in the Central Provinces is now under
the consideration of the local Government.

79. The District Council, Bhandara, resolved to
impose a cess on manganese ore exported from the district
and the Independent Mining Local Board, Chhindwara,
on the export of coal. Both proposals have been held
over pending decision of the question of the encroachment
by provincial Governments and local authorities on the
fiscal sphere of* the Central Government, which is under
the consideration of the Government of India. The
District Council, Damoh, encountered yet another diffi-
culty. It imposed a terminal tax on certain rail-borne
articles, but found itself unable to levy it as the Great
Indian PeninsuJa Railway Company demanded charges
for collection which the district council considered unduly
high. For municipalities the company had previously
been collecting similar taxes on a commission of 3 to 5 per
cent on the collections, but it now pressed for the fixation
of a minimum monthly income. The position with regard
to the imposition of terminal taxation by district councils
is anomalous. "Section 51 permits its imposition without
any restriction except that provided by the rule making
power of Government, The section was drafted with the